Women and Children Health
There are 4 articles in this theme. The article by Ren and colleagues 5 investigated 9 years of disease development among inpatients of women and children in Shenzhen. This study is of special significance, because Shenzhen is China's first economic zone, which has achieved for years rapid economic prosperity. The findings showed that Shenzhen has increasingly suffered from challenge in women and children health. The study also gives a clue for the need to conduct more research on the association between economic development and human health.
The article by Zhang and colleagues 6 suggests that maternal passive smoking during pregnancy may lead to earlier age of menarche and shorter cycle lengths in daughters, which calls for further research to verify a new hazard of passive smoking in female adolescent health.
The article by Li and colleagues 7 reports positive relationship between early sex initiation and subsequent unsafe sexual behaviors and risks among female undergraduates in Wuhan. 
Disease Burden and Hospitalization Cost
There are 4 articles in this theme. The article by Zhang and colleagues 9 explored the influencing factors of high direct economic burden in patients with hepatitis B virus-related diseases in Jiangsu province. Drug fee, examination fee, and antiviral therapy were found to be the most influencing factors for outpatients, while hospitalization stay, drug ratio, and patient's age were the influencing factors for inpatients.
The article by Wang and colleagues 10 is a 10-year retrospective study which investigated the changing characteristics, component, and the influencing factors of hospitalization cost in a Chinese hospital. Medicine charge, examination charge, and test charge constituted the main sources of total cost. Longer hospital stay, older age, and more times of hospitalization would lead to higher medical cost, and female patients had higher medical cost than male ones.
The article by Cao and colleagues 11 examined factors influencing the hospitalization costs of inpatients with type 2 diabetes in a Chinese hospital. The costs for patients in Urban Employee Basic Medical Insurance were higher than those in New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme. The hospitalization costs were also higher in male and older patients, and in those who stayed more number of days at hospital, had surgeries, had at least one complication, had emergency admissions, and so on. The findings help provide the targeting aspects to be addressed to reduce hospitalization cost.
The article by Teng and colleagues 12 assessed health status and burden of health care costs among urban elderly in Shanghai, which found that a majority of the elderly in the study sample had chronic diseases and faced high medical expenses. Many of their health care demands had not been sufficiently met for lacking general outpatient coverage in the basic medical insurance scheme.
Health Services Provided
There are 2 articles in this theme. The article by Zhang and colleagues 13 reported the challenges faced by village doctors in providing basic public health services in Guizhou province. The authors found that heavy workload, poor working conditions, low income, lack of social security, and insufficient cooperation from rural residents constructed the main challenges in delivering basic public health services, which need to be considered by government officials and policy makers for further improvement.
The article by Jing and colleagues 14 is a preliminary study about factors influencing patients' contract choice with general practitioners (GPs) in Shanghai. Age, education level, social interaction of social capital, acceptance of first contact in community, year of investigation, and exposure to publicity were found to be the influential factors. The findings are helpful to increase residents' contract rate with GPs in community health service centers, especially the elderly.
HIV/AIDS, Noise Pollution, and Quality of Life Instrument
There are 3 articles in this theme. The article by Yang and colleagues 15 reports that the rate of retention in care of the sample of people living with HIV and AIDS in Changsha was 58.1%, which was significantly related to influential factors such as education level, CD4 counts, initiation of antiretroviral therapy, and so on. The findings are helpful to make further improvements.
The article by Han and colleagues 16 investigated noise pollution and the adverse effect it caused on residents' health in Luzhou. The noise pollution situation, especially traffic noise in the city, is of concern. However, residents pay less attention to it and adopt simple measures to reduce noise. This phenomenon may be very common in China and more studies on prevention and control of traffic noise need to be conducted to arouse the awareness of all sides to reduce the adverse health effects.
The article by Fan and colleagues 17 validated the psychometric properties of the Coronary Heart Disease Scale of the Quality of Life Instruments for Chronic Diseases among Cantonese patients. Adequate psychometric properties were reported and can be recommended for more applications.
